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Industrial Expansion and the New €300,000 Grant for Industrial Spaces

As Malta continues its strategic pivot toward high-value manufacturing and advanced logistics, the 2026
fiscal landscape has introduced one of the most significant support mechanisms for industrial scalability
in recent years. Managed by Malta Enterprise, the newly enhanced Support for the Rental and
Acquisition of Industrial Space scheme is designed to empower Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
(SMEs) and self-employed entrepreneurs to secure permanent bases of operation. This initiative
recognizes that stability in industrial real estate is the bedrock of long-term competitiveness, providing
a robust financial cushion for businesses looking to expand their footprint, optimize supply chains, or
transition from leasing to full property ownership within the private sector.

Strategic Financial Assistance: Grants and Tax Credits

The 2026 framework offers a substantial financial package totaling €300,000 over a six-year period,
structured to provide immediate liquidity followed by long-term fiscal relief. Under this scheme, eligible
enterprises can receive up to €50,000 annually, covering up to 50% of the costs associated with renting
or purchasing industrial premises. In a strategic move to assist with the initial capital-intensive phases
of expansion, the support for the first three years is disbursed as cash grants, providing vital cash flow
during the acquisition or setup period. For the subsequent three years, the support transitions into tax
credits, allowing businesses to reinvest their operational profits back into their core activities while
significantly reducing their corporate tax liability.

Eligibility and Priority Industrial Sectors

To ensure that this capital is deployed effectively toward value-added economic activities, the grant is
specifically targeted at SMEs employing fewer than 250 staff members. Priority is given to sectors that
form the backbone of Malta’s industrial resilience, including manufacturing, artisanal production,
industrial packaging, and the maintenance and repair of heavy machinery or aircraft.
Furthermore, the scheme has been expanded in 2026 to include high-tech industrial services such as
industrial laundry and large-scale digital printing facilities, provided they operate within designated
industrial zones. Applicants must demonstrate a clear commitment to growth, such as increasing their
workforce or diversifying their production lines, to qualify for the maximum funding threshold.

Navigating the Acquisition Process in 2026

The 2026 guidelines emphasize a streamlined and transparent application process, requiring businesses
to submit their proposals through the Malta Enterprise Client Portal. A critical operational detail for
investors is that applications for property acquisition must be submitted between the signing of the
promise of sale (konvenju) and the final contract, ensuring that the grant is integrated into the
project's initial financing structure. This measure provides entrepreneurs with the necessary "peace of
mind" to commit to long-term investments in industrial garages or specialized warehouses, knowing that
half of their acquisition costs are effectively subsidized by the state. This proactive approach to industrial
space is a key component of Malta’s broader "Envision 2050" strategy, aiming to create a modern,
high-tech industrial landscape.
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A Catalyst for Long-Term Industrial Stability

For the discerning investor or business owner, the €300,000 industrial grant represents more than just a
financial subsidy; it is a catalyst for institutionalizing business operations in a stable, EU-regulated
environment. By facilitating the ownership of industrial assets, the Maltese government is enabling
SMEs to build equity and secure their operational future against fluctuating rental markets. When
combined with other 2026 incentives, such as the 60% tax credit on machinery and the 175% R&D
super-deduction, Malta offers a holistic financial ecosystem where industrial expansion is not only
encouraged but actively bankrolled by the state.

Feature Benefit Detail

Total Grant Value Up to €300,000 over 6 years

Annual Limit €50,000 (Cash + Tax Credits)

Aid Intensity 50% of rental or acquisition costs

Eligible Entities SMEs and Self-Employed (< 250 employees)
Primary Goal Transition from leasing to property ownership

Malta Investment & Trade Office

info@invest.commt
Dragonara Road - STJ 06 Triq Dragunara, San Giljan STJ 3141, Malta



